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Rationale
At All Saints we are working to provide all our children with the fertile soil in which
they can grow to be the best that they can be in all areas of their lives. We
wholeheartedly adhere to the belief expressed in the Church of England’s Vision for
Education (2016) that “We aim to deliver excellence in education and want the very
best outcomes for children and young people so that they can achieve their fullest
potential…. With many schools reporting that they feel under increasing pressure to
make artificial choices between academic rigour and the wellbeing of their pupils, we
are unequivocal in our message that there is no such distinction – a good education
must promote life in all its fullness”
We therefore embrace Christian values alongside our Learning Values and our
school vision sets out how we will nurture the whole school community to ‘grow’ in
every sense of the word.
School Vision, values and mission
At All Saints we are building our vision around the Parable of the Sower.
“The seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word,
retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
Luke 8:15

We are committed to ensuring that we provide the fertile soil in which everyone can grow
to be the best that they can be. We use the statement ‘Learning and Growing together to be
the best that we can be’ to summarise our Vision.

Our full Vision and information about its underpinning values and mission can be found on
our school website, and is displayed prominently around the school environment.
Religious Education in a Church School Context
In recognition of our distinctive context, religious education has a high profile.
We emphasise:
• a wide range of Christian resources including ‘Understanding Christianity’
• a close link with the local churches, including All Saints and the Life Church
• a Christian ethos which permeates the whole curriculum, but is explored in more depth
through this subject,
• the Christian foundation of the school
• diversity within Christianity and in other faiths and world views.
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Aims
Religious education should help pupils to:
• acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other major
world religions and value systems found in Britain,
• develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals,
communities, societies and cultures,
• be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the
fundamental questions of life,
• have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society,
Learning about Religions
This includes:
• identifying, naming, describing and giving accounts in order to build up a coherent picture
of each religion,
• explaining the meaning of religious language, stories and symbolism,
• explaining similarities and differences between and within religions.
Learning from Religion
This includes:
• giving an informed and considered response to religious and moral issues,
• reflecting on what might be learnt from religion in the light of one’s own beliefs and
experience,
• identifying and responding to questions of meaning within religion.
The legal position of religious education
Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education
Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children,
including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows
parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although this
should only be done after discussion with the Head of School and when the parents have
given written notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to
teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the
school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our schools
spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school
RE curriculum is based on Coventry and Warwickshire Agreed Syllabus 2017-2022 and the
Understanding Christianity Syllabus and it meets all the requirements set out in that
document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious
traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take
account of the teachings and practices of other major religions. We also ensure that we are
meeting the Church of England Statement of Entitlement.
Parents/ carers receive an annual written report of their child’s progress in RE.
Curriculum balance and time
We are mindful of the guidance in ‘Religious Education in Church of England Schools – A
Statement of Entitlement’ (2019): Christianity should be the majority religion studied in each
year groups and should be at least 50% of curriculum time. In Church schools that should be
clearly adhered to.
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Curriculum Statement
We adhere to the Religious Education in Church of England School: A Statement of
Entitlement (2019)
R.E. is considered a core academic subject. Pupils have a balanced R.E curriculum which
enquires into religions and worldviews through theology, philosophy and the human and
social sciences. It is a coherent curriculum that enables progress through ordered and
sequential learning developing knowledge and skills. There is a clear curriculum vision and
intent, and a structure for implementation.
Teaching and learning style
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE
allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious
ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense
of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to
think about their own views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE
curriculum.
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and
extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions.
Children carry out research into religious topics. They study religious faiths and also
compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or
festivals. Understanding Christianity encourages an enquiry-based approach.
We recognise that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so
we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the
task to the ability of the child. We do not use ability based grouping at All Saints in any of our
subjects, including R.E. as we believe this puts a ceiling on learning. We scaffold learning for
children in a variety of ways, for example, by
•setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
•setting tasks of increasing difficulty;
•providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child;
•deploying teaching assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children
Curriculum planning in religious education
We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Coventry Agreed Syllabus
2017-2022 and Understanding Christianity. We have high expectations of achievement for
pupils in RE and ensure that the topics studied include challenge and build upon prior
learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and
knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme of
work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school.
The long-term plan maps the religious education topics studied in each term during each key
stage.
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Assessment and record keeping
Each unit of learning has overall outcomes that teachers will base their planning around.
Each lesson is planned to cover all or part of one of these outcomes, ensuring that prior
knowledge is built upon and learning is sequential. Assessment for learning strategies are
used within lessons to determine where the children should go next. Each individual lesson
is formally assessed and marked in line with how we assess other subjects, with teachers
indicating with a ‘tick’ next to the Learning Objective if the child are working at the expected
standard within that lesson and 2 ‘ticks’ next to the L.O. if the child is working at a greater
depth.
Each term, attainment in R.E. is recorded on our online tracking and assessment tool OTrack. R.E. is classed as a core subject and is formally assessed in this way in the same
way as other core subjects.
Monitoring
Children’s learning in RE is monitored regularly by the Senior Leaders in line with the school
monitoring plan, through monitoring planning, observing lessons and evaluating outcomes
The named governor responsible for RE meets regularly with the subject leader in order to
review progress. RE is also specifically assessed through the Diocese of Coventry (SIAMS)
under Section 48 of the Education Act.
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development
We aim to promote children’s SMSC development in all areas of the curriculum, but
recognise that stimulating and engaging RE allows for greater reflection. Children consider
and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to
recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical
questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity
in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so
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doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the spiritual and cultural context
of their own lives.
The role of the leader
The role of the R.E leader is:
• To develop the teaching and learning of R.E within the school
• To monitor the use of the policy and schemes of work.
• To ensure continuity and progression of the teaching and learning of R.E across the key
stages and the school.
• To order and maintain resources.
• To manage the R.E budget
• Regularly access high quality professional development provided by the Diocese or other
valid source
• To make staff aware of changes / thinking in R.E
• To liaise with religious leaders in the local community
• To monitor planning
• To scrutinise work
• To carry out discussions with pupils
• To lead on RE days.
Resources
We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our Religious Education
teaching units. We keep resources for religious education in classrooms. Understanding
Christianity units and related resources can be downloaded with the school’s access code.
Each class also has their own bible in the classroom and other artefacts for reflection in
class Spiritual areas.
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